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Important Message to Drivers

There are two million drivers who currently retain an lowa driver’s license. It's important
to remember that driving is an important privilege that carries with it an enormous
responsibility.

Careful, considerate drivers, an increased emphasis on safety, and stiff penalties against
drunk drivers help ensure a reduction in the number of traffic deaths. All drivers must do
their part to avoid traffic accidents.

This driver’s manual provides valuable information to help you become a safe and
responsible driver. You'll learn how to avoid motor vehicle accidents and related injuries.

It teaches you to be aware of your surroundings, how to drive defensively, and anticipate and
react to dangerous situations on the roadway.

Obeying the law is the first step toward being a safe driver. This manual also provides
information on how to navigate hazardous driving conditions. Study the information provided
in this manual and you’ll be on your way to being a responsible driver. It is our desire that
your driving experience be enjoyable, but above all, safe.

This manual will provide you the information needed for a general understanding of
the principles of safe and lawful operation of a motor vehicle. However, itis NOT intended
to serve as a precise statement of lowa statutes concerning the operation of a motor
vehicle and should not be considered as such.

For further information, check the Code of lowa, Chapters 321 through 321J, and the
lowa Department of Transportation rules contained in the lowa Administrative Code.

New Residents

If you just moved into lowa, you will be considered an lowa resident for the purposes of
driver’s licensing and vehicle registration if any one of the following apply:

1. You have registered to vote in this state;

2. You have enrolled your children in public school;

3. You have accepted a permanent job in the state; or

4. You have resided continuously in lowa for 30 days.

If you have a valid out-of-state license, follow these steps to receive your lowa license.
1. Go to a driver’s license station.
2. Provide necessary documentation (see pages 6 and 7).
3. Take required tests and turn in your out-of-state license to DOT. If your out-of-state license
is valid, you may not have to take a knowledge or road test.
4. Meet lowa title, registration and use tax requirements on your vehicle (see page 21).
Be sure to read this manual carefully. Not only will it provide the information to pass the driver
examination, but it will also broaden your knowledge of safe driving practices.



Driver’s License
Permanent Examining and Records Stations

For specific hours of operation, call the driver’s license station

or the Motor vehicle Information Center at 800-532-1121.

Ames
515-296-2393

Ankeny
515-244-1052

Burlington
319-754-8767

Carroll
712-792-5269

Cedar Rapids
319-377-6461

Clinton
563-243-7144

Council Bluffs
712-323-1219

Davenport
563-386-1050

Des Moines
515-244-1052

Dubuque
563-583-9844

Fort Dodge
515-573-5141

lowa City
319-338-5294

Marshalltown
641-752-5668

Mason City
641-423-8391

Muscatine
563-263-5414

Ottumwa
641-682-4855

Sioux City
712-255-5539

Spencer
712-262-6278

Waterloo
319-235-0902

3708 Lincoln Way
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

6310 S.E. Convenience Blvd.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Fairway Shopping Center, 2700 Mount Pleasant St.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

510 Carroll St., Suite 1
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

152 Collins Road N.E.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

316 S. 2nd St.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Mall of the Bluffs, 1751 Madison Ave., Suite 330
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Kimberly West Shopping Center, 2162 W. Kimberly Road
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

2339 Euclid Avenue
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Asbury Square Shopping Center, 2255 JFK Road
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

2313 First Avenue South
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Eastdale Mall, 1700 W. First Ave.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Marshalltown Plaza Mall, 2500 S. Center Street
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Southport Shopping Center, 1622 S. Federal Avenue
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

1903 Park Ave.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

2830 North Court Road
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

3005 Hamilton Blvd.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

Gateway North Shopping Center, East 18th and Grand Ave.
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

103 Crossroads Center
Open: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday.



Contents

Section 1 - The Driver’s License

WhO Needs A LICENSET .....uuiiiiiieiiiee ettt 5
VISION -ttt
Knowledge Test ..o
DrivING TEST ...
Proof of Age and ldentity ..........ccovoriiee i
Social Security NUMDET .......c.ccooiiiiiiiiiieece e
Types of Driver’s Licenses...............
Graduated Driver’s License
Class C - Operator (Non-commercial)........cccceeeviiveereennennnen. 8
Class D - Chauffeur (Non-commercial) ..........cccoveeiiieenennnnen. 8
Class M - MOOICYCIE........ooiueiaiiiiiii e 9
Motorcycle Instruction Permit - Restriction 1..........c.ccccceeie 9
Operator Instruction Permit - Class C Restriction 2 .............. 9
Commercial Instruction Permit - Restriction 3..........cccccoveee. 9
Chauffeur’s Instruction Permit - Restriction 4 ...................... 10
Moped License - Restriction 5.........ccoocveeviieeiiiii e 10
Minor’'s Restricted License - Restriction 6...........cccoccceeeeee. 10
Minor's School License - Restriction 7 .........cccccceeviieeenneen. 10
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) .......cccceeeeeevciieeeeecce, 10
Summary Chart of License Types ........ccoccevieeiiiieeniieenn 11
Restricted Commercial Driver’s License ..........cccccocveeenunen. 12
License Renewal ... 12
Special License Information ...........cccoovviieiiiiiiiinceeeee 12
Name Changes ........ccceceiiiieiieiree et 12
Driver EQUCAtION .......cooiiiiiiiii e 12
Duplicates, Replacements and Validations ..............c.......... 12
License NUMDET ........cooiiiiiiiiiee e 12
License and Permit POSSESSION ........cccoveviieeiiiiiiniieeeeen 12
MilIary SErviCe......oiiiuiiiiiiiieee e 12
Organ Donar/Medical Alert..........c.coveiiiiiinieiic e 13
Medical Advance DireCtive ...........cccovviiieeiiiiiiiiee e 13
Voter Registration.........cccceoiieeiiiiie i 13
Driver's Privacy Protection ACt.........ccccoveiiieeiiiiiiiieceen 13
Selective Service Registration...........cccocevieiiiiiienenieen 13
Review Questions (Section 1) .......ccocieiiiiieeiiieeeee e 13

Section 2 - Protecting Your Driving Privileges

Unlawful Use of YOUr LICENSE ........coceeeiiiiieiiiiceiee e 15
CanCEllAtiON ......eeii it e 15
SUSPENSION ...ttt ettt ettt 15
Mandatory Revocations..........cocccuviiiieiiiiiineiiie e 15
Barred (Habitual Offender) .........ccoocoviieeiiiiiiiee e 16
Moving ViolationsS.........occueiiiiiiiiiie e 16
Reinstatement ......oocooiiiiii 16
OWI - Operating While Drugged or Intoxicated .............cccceenuenne 16
Open ContaiNer Law........cocuiiiiiiiiiiee e 17
Civil Penalty (Victim Reparation) ..........cccccevviiieencniicneceee 17
Accidents - Financial Responsibility and

Reporting ReqUIremMeNtsS.........cooieeiiiiiieiiee e 17
How to Avoid Suspension Following an Accident...................... 17
Methods of Proving Financial Responsibility .............ccccoeivvennee. 18
Out-of-State CONVICHIONS .......ccueiieiriee e 18
Work Permits (Temporary Restricted Licenses) ..........cccccceevenne 19
Review Questions (Section 2) .........ccccevieiiiiiiinee e 19

a8

Section 3 - Car and Truck Registration and Safety

NEW VENICIES ... 21
NeW ReSIAENTS ....oooiiiiiiiii e 21
Buying or Transferring a Used Vehicle............c.ccooeeiiiiieenncnnne. 21
Renewal (Vehicle Registration)..........cccocveeervieiiieee e 22
Credits and Refunds..........cccooovviiiiiiiiiicic e 22
Special Plates........ooiiiiiiiiiiiee e 22
Change of AdAreSS......ccuiiiiiiiiiieeee e 22
Lost or Damaged Certificates, Cards and Plates ....................... 22
Refusing Registration ............ccoviiieriiiiiicnicecceeeee e 23
FINES .. 23
Motor Vehicle STOrage ........oocovviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeiee e 23
Persons With Disabilities Parking Identification Permits.............. 23
Before You Drive - Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment............ 23
Seat Belts and Child Restraints...........cccoooeiieiiiienicnieneeeee 25
Handling EMErgencies .........ccccooeiieiiiiieiiee e 26
Review Questions (Section 3) ........cccceiiieriiiiiniee e 27

Section 4 - Traffic Signs and Rules of the Road

Traffic SIGNS ...eiiiieeee e 29
WarNiNG SIGNS ...eeeeueiiiieiieeiee e 30
Regulation SIgNS ......cooiiiiiiiiee e 31
Slow Moving Vehicle Sign........cccooiieiiiiiiiniec e 31
GUIAE SIGNS ...
Service Signs

ROULE SIgNS ...eiiiiiiiieiee e
Traffic Signals

Railroad CroSSINGS ...ccoouveieiiieeeiiie et 32
Road WOrK ZONES.........oociiiiiiiiriiiieeec e 33
Pavement Markings and Other Lane Controls.............cccccuveeneee. 33
When to Yield the Right-of-Way ..........ccccoeiniiiiiee e, 34
SCHOOI BUSES.....ccuuiiiiiiiiieeite ittt 35
ParKiNg ..o s 36
Stationary Emergency or Maintenance Vehicles.............cccc..c.... 37
Review Questions (Section 4) ........cccceviieeiriie i 37

Section 5 - Safe Driving Tips

BasiC DIiVING.....ceeieiiiie e 39
Proper Turning TEChNIQUES ........coouiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 40
Signal When You SIOW DOWN ......ccuueeiiiiieiiieeiiee e 41
Hand Signals ... 41
ApPPropriate SPEEM .......ccceriiiiiiiiieriee e 42
Bad Weather DriViNg.......cccvoiuiiiiiieeiee e 42
Space to Cross OF ENter.......ccvviiiiiiiiiiecieeec e 44
PaSSING ..
Defensive Driving
Avoiding/Minimizing Accidents ............cccceeiiiiiinieiii e 46
Changing Lanes
BaCKING ...ttt
NIGOE DFIVING e
Rural Road DIiVING ....ceeeiiiiiiiiei e 48
Communicating - Headlights, Horn and

Emergency Signals..........ccooveiiiiiiii 49
BliNA SPOLS ..ottt 50
Sharing the ROAd ........cceiiiiiiiiiiee e 50
Interstate DrVING ......ooooiee e 53
Driving Safely in TraffiC .........coceiiiiiie e 53
ECONOMIZING ...t 55
Review Questions (Section 5) ........cccceiiiiiiiiii e 56



Section 6 - Be in Shape to Drive

SEING ClEANY ...ttt 57
FaliQUe.....eeiei e 57
Alcohol and Drugs ..o 58
Health, Emotion and Age.........ccooi i 59
Review Questions (SeCtion 6) .........cccuereeeieeriieiienie e 60

Section 7 - Other Types of Vehicles

Snowmobiles and All-Terrain Vehicles ... 61
L=V LT SRR 61
Registration ..o 61
Trailer TOWING......veeeiee e 61
Right TUINS ..o 62
Left TUIMNS ..o 62
BacKing......ccooiiiii e 62
PaSSING....eeieieee s 63
Being Passed ........cooociiiiiiieiie e 63
SPEEA ...t e 63
Projecting Loads..........occuuiiiiiiiiiiiiec e 63
Required EQUIPMENT.......ocuiiiiiiieiiie e 63
Drawbar and Chain ..........cccooiiieiiiiiiieeeee e 63
Lamps and LightS .......c.cooiiiiiiiiieeee e 63
IMIIFFOTS et e e 63
THUCKS ettt ettt e e e 64
Class D (Chauffeur’s) License Requirements ..................... 64
Registration ... 64
Maximum Size and Weight..............ccoooviiiiiiiiecee, 64
Overdimensional Permits ..........cccoceeieeiiienieniee e 65
SATBLY e 65
Special EQUIPMENt ....ocveiiiiiieiieeeee e 65
LIighting ... 66
SPEEA ...t 66
MaNEUVEIING......ciiiiiiiiiiii e 67

Review Questions (SeCtion 7) .......ccoecieieeiieniiieieeree e 68






lowa Driver’s Manual
Index

A. Accident

* at the scene
* report forms ....

Age
® PrOOF .. 6
Alcohol 60
All-terrain vehicle: 63
¢ blood alcohol concentration .............cccecue.. 16
. Barred 16
Bicycles 52
Blind Spots 50
® “NO-ZONE”...citiiiiiiiieee e 51
. Cancellation ..............cccccoooiiiiiiiiiee 15
Chauffeur

* instruction permit ..
¢ license

Child Restraint Law
Civil Penalty

Communicating 49
. Driver

e education ..o, 12
 older

* persons with disabilities . 61
® YOUNQEI ..uviiiieeiieiitie et 61
Driving Test. 6
Drugs 60

e amphetamines ...
* barbiturates.....
¢ hallucinogens..
* interactions

Duplicate

* license or permit....
¢ plates
* registration
o title .
. Emergency 26
* closed cars, hot days
o kit

® VENICIES ..t 35
Equipment

e trailers ... .
® HTUCKS v
. Fatigue
Fees.
Financial Responsibility
¢ exemptions
e failure to meet requirements .
* non-residents .
® OPLIONS .ot
Following
e trucks
* two-second rule
Future Proof

. Graduated Driver’s License..........ccecersserrinnns 7
. Habitual Offender 16
Habitual Violator 15
Handling
* backing

e blending in.
¢ blind spots....

icy bridges
o left turn

* night driving.. .
* no parking.... ..36
* parallel parking ..36

. Name Change
. Open Container Law.........couvremnessesssnnnenns

. Parallel Parking

right turn
right-of-way ..
signaling....
* steering
steering locks
e stopping ...........
* stopping distances .
e tailgating..............
* three-point turns
e trailers
* trucks
¢ turnabouts....
e turns on red..

¢ U-UMS .,
Hours of Operation.......... 1, inside back cover
Hydroplaning 42

. lIce 43
Identity, Proof 6
Implied Consent Law.......c.cocceervmnersunnannsens 16
Instruction Permits 9
Insurance, SR-22 18
Interstate Driving 53
* emergency stops. ..50
e entering.....

e exiting

. Knowledge Test 6
. License

¢ class C - non-commercial
¢ class D - chauffeur’s
e commercial
® MINOr's restricted.........ccoceeviviiienie e 10
* new resident.
* number...

* restricted commercial...
e school
Lights, Headlights
¢ daytime running lamps.
* trucks
Loss of Consciousness/

Voluntary Control 61
. Medical Advance Directive ..........ceeerinriinnns 13
Medical Alert 13
Medical Restrictions 61

Military Service
Minor’s Restricted License
* suspension
Moped
® ICENSE ..ottt
Motorcycle

Organ Donor
owl
e driving under revocation
* sentence

Parent’s Consent FOrm .........ccccoevervemssnnsennnns
Passing
® Hrailers ..o
Pavement Markings
Pedestrians
Permits

¢ chauffeur-...
* operator
* parking, persons with disabilities .
* possession
Privacy Protection Act...

. Railroad Crossings 32
e required StOPS .....cccveviiiiiic 32
Registration

e change of address ....
* credits and refunds ...
* |ost or damaged cards,

certificates, plates........cccoeeviiiieeiieniennen, 22
® NEW resSidents.......occeeveiieieiiiiiie e 21

* new vehicles
* personalized plates
* refused....

e trailers

Reinstatement
Residency
Revocation
Right-of-Way
Roundabouts

Rural Road Driving

. Safety Equipment, Cars

® AIrbags ....ccoovvviiiiiic
e antilock brakes....
* brakes.
* horn..
e lights.
* mirrors.
* mufflers
e seat belts
» steering locks...
e trucks
Selective Service
School Buses
School License
Signs
® COlOTS .t

e warning ...
Snowmobiles.
Social Security Number ..........ccooverimnsniiennans 7
Speed 42
® HrUCKS oo, 68
Stationary Vehicles 37
Suspension 15
 avoiding

. Traffic Violations 16

* out-of-state convictions............c.cccccerereennn. 18
Trailers

® backing.......coovveiiriiiii

* being passed....
o left turn

* non-resident
e passing..........
projecting loads

.
~
o]

Q
[
2
=
jooj
=
]
=]

* required equipment
e right turn
* speed

® HOWING..oviiiiiciicicc
Trucks
e backing
¢ chauffeur’s license ..

o following distance...........cccccviiiiiiiiiiiicciens 69
* hours of operation............ 1, inside back cover
¢ registration ...66
* size and weight ...

...68

. Unlawful Use of License ... ...15

. Vision Screening 5
Vision Standards 6
Voter Registration 13
W. Windshield Wipers 24
Work Permit 19
Work Zones 33

Y. Yield 34




Answers to the
Review Questions

Section 1 Section 3 Section 5
The Driver’s License Car and Truck Safe Driving Tips
Page 13 Registration and Safety Page 54
Page 27
Answer Reference Answer Reference
1. T Page 5 Answer Reference 1. T Page 39
2. F Page 6 1. T Page 21 2. T Page 40
3. T Page 6 2. F Page 21 3. F Page 40
4. T Page 6 3. F Page 21 4. F Page 40
58 T Page 6 4. T Page 22 5. F Page 42
6. T Page 9 5. T Page 22 6. T Page 42
7. F Page 10 6. F Page 22 7. F Page 42
8. F Page 10 7. T Page 22 8. T Page 42
9. T Page 9 8. T Page 22 9. T Page 43
10. F Page 12 9. T Page 23 10. T Page 43
11. F Page 12 10. F Page 23 11. T Page 44
12. T Page 12 11. T Page 25 12. F Page 45
13. T Page 12 12. T Page 25 13. T Page 45
14. F Page 9 18 F Page 26 14. T Page 47
15. F Page 5 14. F Page 24 15. T Page 47
16. T Page 48
17. T Page 49
Section 2 Section 4 18. F Page 52
Protecting Your Driving Privileges Traffic Signs and 19. F Page 53
Page 19 Rules of the Road 20. T Page 53
Page 37
Answer Reference
1. F Page 17 Answer Reference Section 6
2. F Page 17 1. F Page 29 Be in Shape to Drive
3. T Page 16 2. F Page 29 Page 58
4. F Page 16 8l F Page 29
5. T Page 17 4. T Page 29 Answer Reference
6. T Page 18 5. F Page 29 1. F Page 55
7. F Page 18 6. T Page 32 2. T Page 55
8. T Page 15 7. T Page 32 3. T Page 55
9. T Page 17 8. T Page 32 4. T Page 56
10. T Page 16 9. F Page 32 5. T Page 56
1. F Page 16 10. T Page 32 6. F Page 56
1. F Page 29 7. T Page 57
12. T Page 30 8. T Page 57
138. T Page 29 9. F Page 58
14. F Page 29 10. T Page 58
15. F Page 29
16. T Page 33
17. F Page 32 Section 7
18. T Page 32 Other Types
19. T Page 31 of Vehicles
Page 66
Answer Reference
1 T Page 59
2 F Page 59
3 T Page 61
4 T Page 61
5 T Page 63
6 T Page 65



Commercial Vehicle
Information Phone
800-925-6469
Monday - Thursday: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Motor Carrier Services

Oversize Loads/Permits Phone
515-237-3264
Monday - Friday: 6 a.m.to 10 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m.to 4 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

lowa State Patrol
Emergency Phone
800-525-5555
Toll Free
or
Cell ¥55

Local Emergency Numbers

For further information call:
The Motor Vehicle Information Center
In Des Moines 515-244-8725
Toll Free 800-532-1121

To learn more about transportation in lowa,
visit our web site at iowadot.gov/

Produced by

ﬁ{, lowa Department
e Of Transportation

Revised January 2009
Form 430009

Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation discrimination on the
basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex,
sexual orientation or veteran’s status. If you believe you have been discriminated against, please
contact the lowa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-4416 or lowa Department of Transportation’s
a ffirmative action officer. If you need accommodations because of a disability to access the
lowa Department of Transportation’s services, contact the agency’s affirmative action officer at
800-262-0003.



Thanks for doing your part to help . . .

It just makes sense.

“Take a Stand For Your Land”
Report littering and illegal dumping

1-888-No Littr (665-4887)

www.keepiowabeautiful.com






